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pastor of the Freedom Chapel Inter-
national Christian Center here in
Washington, D.C., and Bishop Thomp-
son oversees ministries abroad in
Brazil, Ecuador, Liberia, Mexico, Rus-
sia, and Ukraine.

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is the
Admissions and Financial Officer for
the Supreme Court of the United
States, the First Vice President of Ad-
ministration for RBI Institute, and
serves on the Executive Board of the
Apostolic World Christian Fellowship.

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Thompson is
also the pastor of our beloved colleague
Joyce Hamlett, Assistant Sergeant at
Arms in charge of floor security.

Mr. Speaker, again I thank Bishop
Perry N. Thompson for his excellent
work and for his being here today.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

————

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S PLAN TO
CLOSE GUANTANAMO

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday President Obama
announced his plan to close Guanta-
namo.

As a 29-year Air Force veteran and
POW, I speak from experience when I
say that the President’s decision is
wrong and it will endanger our home-
land.

As a Congressman who helped pass
the law to protect American citizens
by ensuring Obama doesn’t release ter-
rorists from GTMO, I would like to re-
mind the President that his decision
goes against the will of the American
people. Furthermore, it is illegal.

Radical Islamic terrorists who are
hell-bent on the destruction of our de-
mocracy and way of life belong in only
one place, Guantanamo.

The President is clearly in denial
about these terrorists, but Americans
can rest assured we will do everything
in our power to keep our country safe.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

————

SUPPORT FUNDING FOR GREAT
LAKES RESTORATION INITIATIVE

(Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, on the
occasion of Great Lakes Day, hundreds
of advocates are in Washington to sup-
port funding for the restoration of the
Great Lakes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Fortunately, after years of neglect,
Congress is starting to meet its respon-
sibilities to protect and to restore this
irreplaceable resource.

In 1968, the Buffalo River, which
drains into Lake Erie, was so contami-
nated that it was declared biologically
dead.

Today, funded by the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative, the Federal
Government, local businesses, and the
Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER are
working on a massive undertaking to
clean up and restore the river. Now we
expect it will be fishable and swim-
mable within the next decade.

In the coming weeks, Congress will
begin to devise its spending plan for
the year. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port programs like the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative, which support
local economies, natural habitats, and
public health throughout the region.

——
CLOSING GUANTANAMO

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the President an-
nounced a dangerous proposal, to close
Guantanamo and bring terrorists to
America. One of the proposed locations
is near Charleston, South Carolina,
creating a risk of attacks to adjacent
schools, churches, neighborhoods, and
ports.

I have visited Guantanamo twice.
This is the right location to house ter-
rorists who are obsessed to kill Amer-
ican families.

The 2016 National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act, signed by the President, bars
the closure of Guantanamo. Congress
voted that remote Guantanamo is the
safest location for mass murderers of
American families, which discourages
further attacks, and no one wants to be
in Communist Cuba.

I appreciate Speaker PAUL DAVIS
RYAN, Senators TIM SCOTT and LINDSEY
GRAHAM, Governor Nikki Haley, Attor-
ney General Alan Wilson, and the
South Carolina House delegation for
their efforts to prevent the closure of
Guantanamo to protect American fam-
ilies.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

——
A NEW SUPREME COURT JUSTICE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, all
of us were saddened in the last 2 weeks
at the loss of the longest serving jurist,
Justice Scalia. There is no doubt he
loved the law and he loved the Court.

With that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I
think it is important that, in recogni-
tion of Justice Scalia’s love of the law
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and the love of that Court, we honor
his memory by fulfilling the constitu-
tional duty that the other body has to
and the constitutional duty that the
President has to, which is to advise and
consent on a nomination made by the
President or not consent made by the
President of a Supreme Court Justice.

The claim that this is an 80-year
precedent that has not been broken
based upon the time that the President
is now serving—332 days—there is no
such term as a lame duck in the United
States Congress is incorrect. It was re-
cently done in 1988, under President
Reagan, with Justice Kennedy, when
he was nominated by a Democrat-con-
trolled Senate, 97-0.

It is important that we express to the
American people that we are willing to
do our duty. I would adhere to the
Latin term in English: the last expres-
sion of the people prevail. The Presi-
dent of the United States was duly
elected in 2012. His term has not ended.

I applaud the President for doing his
constitutional duty. I think it is im-
portant for us to do our constitutional
duty, the Congress of the TUnited
States, and address the question on
making sure the Court is full to do its
duty.

———————

A TRIBUTE TO HARPER LEE

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, last week
the world lost a literary giant and Ala-
bama lost a legend. A native of Ala-
bama’s First Congressional District,
Nelle Harper Lee was born and died in
Monroeville, Alabama, the city that
served as an inspiration for the town of
Maycomb in her legendary novel ‘“To
Kill a Mockingbird.”

Nelle received many honors through-
out her life, including being inducted
into the Alabama Academy of Honor,
receiving the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, and being awarded the Na-
tional Medal of Arts.

She was known as a private woman,
but her writings inspired generations,
promoted acceptance, and taught us all
important life lessons.

Sadly, she passed away in Monroe-
ville on February 19 at the age of 89.

One of the best lessons Nelle taught
us was about tolerance. As she wrote in
“To Kill a Mockingbird,” ‘“You never
really understand a person until you
consider things from his point of view

. until you climb into his skin and
walk around in it.”

May we all take time to reflect on
the life of Nelle Harper Lee, and may
we all continue to live out her lesson of
tolerance each and every day.

———
AUTUMN JOHNSON KILLED BY
GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. HAHN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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